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(54) RECORDING AND REPRODUCING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To effectively use a recording area by 
providing a means to detect the length of defect of a 
medium, and a means to prohibit recording corresponding 
to the kind of information based on the length. 
CONSTITUTION: A controller 7 checks the 
presence/absence of the defect of a sector prior to the 
recording by issuing a command to a driving device 2. 
The sector is irradiated by reproducing light, and the 
output of a pre-amplifier 3 is supplied to a through type 
comparator 4. When the defect exists, a rectangular 
waveform can be obtained. A counter 5 is started up by 
the leading edge of the output signal of the comparator 4, 
and counts the pulse of a rectangular waveform 
continuing clock oscillator 6, and is stopped by the 
trailing edge of the output signal. Defective length can be 
decided by a count value, and the normal/defective 

condition of the sector is decided by the controller 7. Since the length of the defect 
interpolatable voice or image information is remarkably longer than that of a block for the 
error correction of code information, the recording medium can be used effectively by 
changing criterion for the defective length for decision of the defect corresponding to the 
kind of recording information. 
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